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NEXT MEETINGS and AGENDA 


As those of you who hawe been taking 
the time out to read these newsletters as 
they come to you,.. you will know that the 
next meeting will take place at the Dayton 
Computerfest. I hope to see all of you 
there, even those who do not normally make 
it to meetings. Now the rest of you know,.. 
and I sincerely want to see you make it 
there. More details about this are included 
in the article this issue about the 
Computerfest. That is the August meeting. 

The September meeting will take place 
the usual place, at the Eagledale Public 
Library the last weekend of September, at 
1:30 P.M 1 will see you there for that 
meeting, where I hope to start orienting 
our new Newsletter ditor to take over ina 
few more months. Just which one of you will 
it be? I need to free up some time. 

The October meeting will also be the 
last weekend of October at the library, at 
1:30 P.M I will not be at that meeting, as 


is my tradition to head off on another 


honeymoon with my bride, Carol. Perhaps, 
this time we will go West? 

Now for the other news....it is time 
for you to pay your dues. Everyone who has 
not paid up during the last six months 
owes, save those 2 who paid for two years 
in adwance (and you should know who you 
are). If there is any question, give a call 


to Frank (me) some evening at 317-473-8031. 
This is what supports the group. 


MECHANICAL 
AFFINITY 


513 EAST MAIN ST. OR 5251 WILTON WOOD CT 


PERO IN 46970 INDIANAPOLIS IN 46254 
517 475 80351 517 291 6002 
FRANK DAVIS PAUL HOLMGREN 


Bringing the very best to youin QL software and 
hardware from around the world. We want to provide 
service to you the customer. If there is a QL related 
product that you would like for us to obtain for you, 
write us or call. Should we not be able to obtain it for 
you, we will tell you who can (provided it exists). Make 
all checks or money orders out to either "Frank Davis’ or 
"Paul Holmgren’. Thanks! 


SPECIALS GOOD TILL OCTOBER 10, 1993 


FALKENBERG KEYBOARD 99 INTERFACE $98.00 
Allows you to hook up an IBM keyboard to your QL, for 
those who are tired of membranes and want a better keyboard. 


OTOP BY COWO, What many are calling the best front end 
system for the QL. It easily is adapted for all system 
configurations, from the Gold Card, Sandyboard, QXL or 
CST Interface. All of this for only $52.00 


GOLD CARD WITH SLOWGOLD PROGRAM The number 
one memory and disk interface, along with a speed control 
program to make better use of the Gold Card. All this for 
your QL for only $360 


FLOPPY DISKS, 5 1/4, 100 with sleeves for $18.00 


1993 DAYTON COMPUTERFEST 
by Frank Davis 


The last weekend of August on the 28th and the 29th, many Sinclair 
users will once again be making the trek from their respective homes 
to Dayton, Ohio, and will be meeting at Hara Arena. This is one, if 
not the largest computer show put on by a large user group, The Dayton 
Microcomputer Association. Last year it had a reported attendance of 
27,500. Not too shabby for several SIGS banded together to explore the 
use of home computers! The Timex-Sinclair Sig there, headed up by 
Gary Ganger, has always played an active part in getting this show on 
the road and managing the DMA booth. This will be the 4th year that I 
have been present at this show. The first years was as a customer, and 
the last two years has been as a vendor. I will have my booths there 
for UPDATE MAGAZINE, MECHANICAL AFFINITY, and AMIGA UPDATE (a 
shareware, demo and public domain company for Amiga computers. Carol, 
Paul, myself, and possibly Eliad will all be there ready to wheel and 
deal to keep you supplied with ALL OF THE LATEST WE CAN FIND FOR THE 
Z88 AND THE QL. Paul will probably have his new version of the 288 to 
show off (it has the version 4 operating system and came with 128K 
inside). For the TS2068, we will have some new stuff, the full 
collection of ISSUE DISKS from UPDATE, and lots of old favorites and 
used items. We will also have several stuffed boxes of TS1000 and 
TS1500 items for your use. At this point, I am not sure as to just who 
will be there. At the recent ISTUG (my user group) annual picnic, Don 
Lambert said that he and the CATUG, Chicagos user group would be 
sharing a booth, and I know that the Dayton Sinclair group will be 
there. In the past we have had the CATS group from the Washington, DC 
area there as well as the SMUG group from Wisconsin and many private 
individuals setting up booths. 

Just what can you expect to find at this show? For starters let us 
look at the non-Sinclair specific items. In the way of monitors there 
will be just about any kind that is on the market (composite, CGA, 
RGB, VGA, SVGA, Multi-synch) and priced for both new and used from 
retail to 10% of new price. Many, but not all, dealers are willing to 
dicker on generic hardware. There will be all kinds of printers, 
including thermal, dot-matrix, bubble-jet, inkjet, lasers, plotters. 
This will be a great place to find ribbons of all sorts at fantastic 
prices. Disk drives and other assorted hardware can be had for less 
than half the regular retail or mail order prices. Much of this stuff 
will be used as well as a good assortment of new. On the used drives 
it is always best to ask for a warranty, and get an address and a 
phone number. If they are not willing to give you that...then pass 
that bargain up and go to the next table. If it is an item that you 
have a question on, head to the Sinclair table area and ask someone 
for advice. Always try not to be rushed by someone. I know what it is 
like to want someone to buy, (that is one of the two main reasons us 
dealers go to these shows) but we need to keep honesty as a primary 
goal. Few of the dealers at these types of show are dishonest, but 
caution is still a good idea. There will also be many other electronic 
items at this show, such as video equipment, sometimes robots, the 
best buys on pens and paper, and seemingly not enough hours in just 
two days to see all of this. There will be food available in the 


building for those who do not want to step outside and go looking for 
the nearest restaurants. 

Carol and Frank (me) Davis, will once again be staying at the RED 
ROOF INN at I-75 at Little York Road, exit 60. The local phone number 
there to make a reservation is 513-898-1054. You may also make 
reservations at their toll free number by calling 1-800-843-7663. With 
this large of a crowd in town I would suggest making reservations and 
doing it as soon as you know you are going. We will be arriving there 
in the afternoon on the Friday before the show, and any who care can 
come by and visit with us and perhaps go out for supper together. We 
will be staying on till Monday morning, so we should have plenty of 
time to visit. The last couple of years so many of us stayed at, or 
near the same motel that we had computers set up and running so many 
could visit and try out their latest purchase. Other nearby motels are 
as follows; Days Inn North, right next door to the Red Roof Inn, and 
it has a swimming pool. The phone number there is 513-898-4946, and it 
is located on Miller Lane. Also on Miller Lane is the Motel 6, same 
exit, and within walking distance of the other two motels. The phone 
number there is 513-898-3606. It also has a pool. Last, but not least 
at I-75, exit 60, you will find the Knights Inn at Little York Road. 
The phone number is 513-898-1212. These motels are about 15 to 20 
minutes from the Hara Arena. For those not into afterhours comraderie, 
there are motels closer to the show, and you can find them through 
directory information or calling the DMA number. There is an ample 
supply of restaurants nearby. One evening last year about 60 of us had 
supper together at a nearby steak house. This has proven in the last 
three years to be the best place for a large group of Sinclair and 
Cambridge users to get together, relax, swap tips, and help each other 
to solve any hardware or software problems that they may have. It is 
also a great place to meet dealers and check out an item before mail 
ordering it. When you can see the quality of a piece of hardware, or 
check out a manual before buying an item...you should not pass up the 
chance. 

I have long been known to many of you Timex-Sinclair and Sinclair 
users as someone who tries to promote such activities, and I shall 
continue to be as long as I see a need for it. From the first Midwest 
Timex-Sinclair Computerfest in 1986 to the Miracle in Newport, I have 
always loved these get togethers. Those silly enough to think that 
computers introvert people have never seen just how social a bunch of 
computer enthusiasts can be! Other information about this show can be 
found elsewhere in this issue of UPDATE MAGAZINE! On page 20 is a 
Dayton Area Map to help you to get around in the area. On page 28 is 
the Computerfest ad with more information and it tells you how to get 
advance tickets. The parking lot is large, so come early to get close 
to the doors. 

I hope to be able to see as many of our UPDATE readers there as 
can possibly make it. We will be offering the QL Survivors Source 
Book, Back issues of UPDATE, Issue Disks and copies of our new book on 
the Z88 (compiled and edited by Tim Swenson, with accompanying disk). 
I honestly feel that we offer a quality product list to our customers 
and that makes me happy to be a part of these activities. See you at 
the show. 
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TS206és HOME RAM MAP 


Those lists of addresses and schematic block diagrams in the 
TS2068 User's Manual don't do much to make things clear for the 
vast majority of "technoklutzes" (as opposed to "technocrats"). 

(Terminology courtesy of 5 dear pen pal of mine.) 


I suppose I qualify as a tecnocrat, but even I have trouble in 
visualizing what the manual attemps to reveal. If only I could 
see a map of the REAL memory. Then maybe the manual would make 
more sense. 


The technoklutz in me said, "Why don't you?" 
The technocrat replied, "Huh?" 


It goes to show why a person should always listen, even to the 
most improbable source of a good idea. 


Doing it is a lot like life. Life recreates by duplicating 
its genetic code in its offspring. 

How do you get a computer to duplicate itself? It can't, of 
course (yet), but it is possible to come very close. 


The map shown here represents the computer genetic code. 

Every dot is a picture of an actual bit. Some of what you see 
was written into memory so it would appear to make sense. Other 
detail is what is normally there, and covered in the manual. 

The difference is that: 

NOW YOU CAN SEE IT! 


At the bottom of the map, at lower addresses, is D_FILE1 and 
A FILE1. The blank area is D FILE1. The screen is blank too. 
The area with the vertical bars is A FILEI. It shows that the 
whole screen is black ink on white paper. (BIN 00111000) 


This map is for the normal memory configuration. The stuff in 
CHUNK 7 shows where things are relocated when advanced video is 
used. For this reason, it should be obvious that this relocat- 
ion area is NO PLACE for you to put machine code--not unless you 
never intend to use 64 wide, extended color, or dual screen. 


TIMEX SPRITES and 80 WIDE occupy space starting at the CHUNK 7 
boundary. They are not present. 

WIDJUP uses space above this, and below the relocation area to 
put most of its stardard utility routines, extra UDG sets, (You 
can see two of them) a working string buffer, a set of WIDJUP 
system variables, and two extra complete character sets. Part 
of this area is reserved for your machine code. 


IT IS IMMUNE TO CHANGING VIDEO MODES. 
IT IS COMPATIBLE WITH BANK SWITCHING. 
IT HELPS SPEED UP BASIC. 


That is why it is located there. Without the picture, this 5 
very hard to explain. 


It was desirable to show graphic characters on the map as they 
would appear on the screen. A minor bit of scrambling was used 
to show eight consecutive bytes one on top of the other to form 


what you would normally see. Otherwise the map is sequential 
from left to right, and from bottom to top in groups of eight. 


Each group of eight is from the top dovn. 


A special string variable 15 the first in the variables area. 


Can you see what it says? 


The uppermost clutter is remnants of statements that were exe- 


cuted in WORKSPACE. The TS2068 does not take out its garbage. 


Its presence shows you why you get "Out of memory" sometimes 


when you don't expect it. 


Maybe now that old manual can be gotten out of mothballs. 


C 1986 William J. Pedersen 


SPECIAL Z88 SUMMER SALE from the folks 


at MECHANICAL AFFINITY 


FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY (till August 30, 1993) YOU CAN CATCH 

A REAL BARGAIN FROM PAUL HOLMGREN OR FRANK DAVIS on some of you 
Z88 COMPUTER needs. Call Paul at 317-291-6002, or Frank at 317- 
473-8031 to see if we can fill your needs when it comes to your 
288. 


We have 512K and 128K RAM cartridges on sale for 10$ off. 

This means you can add 128K for only $45, and 512K for only 
$148.50. This is the best commercial price in North America. 
OLINK software to link up your QL and Z88 is now on sale for 
only $30. We have also temporarily reduced the price of our 
great soft carrying cases for the Z88 to $8. These prices can 
not last for long, so take advantage of them now. Talk to Frank 
about other deals for your Z88! 
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T-5 2068 HOME RAM MEMORY MAP 
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FIRST CLAXS MAŞ? 


ISTUG is a not for profit, educational organization dedicated to 
helping users of Timex, Sinclair and Cambridge computers. We 
offer a hardcopy and software library for our membership along 
with technical assistance and monthly meetings (usually the last 
Saturday of the month at 1:30 P.M.). Full membership is 
available at $12 per year and newsletter only subscriptions at 
$9 per year. Send all inquiries, along with SASE, to ISTUG, 513 
E. Main St., Peru, IN, 46970. 


